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Half a million infantry, supported by nearly 1,000
'planes, were employed in the attack, which started at
4 a.m. on June 5 with heavy artillery preparation. On
the i2O-mile front the three main thrusts were in the
region of Amiens, Peronne and the Aillette Canal,
towards the main roads leading to Paris. The enemy
were following out the von Schlieffen plan, thrusting
past Amiens and the lower Somme in an enveloping
movement towards the south-west of Paris. In the
centre the enemy were to cut through by Compiegne
down the valley of the Oise directly towards Paris;
further to the east the Germans were to cross the Aisne
in the direction of the Marne Valley, thus closing the
pincer movement on the capital.
" It is Germany's most decisive enterprise," said Rey-
naud in a broadcast speech. " It is an attack in grand
style preceded by a proclamation by Hitler to his troops.
All the means of which we know have been put into
operation. Aircraft and armoured divisions are once
more attemptn^aninjSltrationandabreak-throughofoar
front. All the world watches breathlessly the develop-
ment of this battle, because the battle of June, 1940, will
decide its fate, as Hitler has said, perhaps for centuries."
War correspondents were now confined to Paris, and
were not allowed to see anything of one of the greatest
battles in history. We had to content ourselves with the
moniing and evening conferences of Colonel Thomas,
the tall, bespectacled spokesman of the War Office.
Instead of taking place as usual at the Ministry of National
Defence^ the conference was held in the ornate Clock